+ Dear Dr. Henney, _ Jan. 17, 2000 .

- é grgg you, as Commissioner of the FDA to follow the European
b PNioN’ g lead and move immediately to ban animal uses of growth-

prémoting antibiotics wsed: in human medecine,

Overuse of antibiotics as growth promoters in livestock has been
linked to the emergencd of antibiotic-resistant diseases. Many of

the drugs used to enhance growth chickens, pigs, .and-cattle are
the same as, or closely relate@;ﬁd%%&hoé@ﬁugzg‘i& t%ézg“ﬁeople.

The Europeans have acted wisely well ahead of us. Fearinz a rise
in untrQatable infectious diseases, the Eurogean Union has banned
all growth-promoting uses of antib{otics used in human medecine.
In the United States, however, our FDA has taken no action against
drugs currently in use., Instead, it has begun on an ineffective
Program 0f a' serieg of meetxngg\ib 4f8e%sE possible restrictions
on new approvals—or antibiotics,” This is woefully short of what
is needed, o

Sincerely,

Waw PP attasss’

Jean]?.ﬁdéﬁterson
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Ms. Jean P. i*atterson
P.O. Box 25216 Dept. 76020
Miami FL 33102-5216

Ms. Jane Henney, M. D.
{ommissioner

Food and Drug sdministration
5600 Fishers Lane, Room 1471
Rockville, MD 20857
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